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with him on account of a private affair; he wanted
to get rid of his wife, Catherine of Aragon, aunt of
Charles V., and asked the pope to declare the marriage
void. The pope, being an ally of Charles V., refused.
Henry declared himself head of the English church,
and obliged the bishops and the English doctors to
take the "oath of supremacy/' that is, to swear that
they no longer recognized the pope as the supreme
head of the church, but only the king. The clergy
decided that the marriage of the king was void.

Henry put away Catherine, and married one of the
ladies-in-waiting, Anne Boleyn. However, he claimed
that he was still a Catholic, and forbade that any-
thing should be changed either in the creed or in
the former organization of the church. He had the
Lutherans burned for being heretics, and had the
Catholics beheaded because they would not recognize
him as the head of the church. But having broken
away from the pope, it became more and more difficult
for him not to turn to Protestantism; the Catholics
could not obey him, his ministers were secretly Prot-
estants, and he allowed his young son to be brought
up in the new doctrines. He died, leaving three chil-
dren: Edward, son of Jane Seymour, his third wife;
Mary, daughter of his first wife, Catherine; Elizabeth,
daughter of his second wife, Anne. All three reigned
successively.

Edward VI., who succeeded his father, was a Cal-
vinist Being still quite young he was guided by his
relatives; the country became Protestant; then a con-
fession of faith was drawn up for the Church of Eng-
land, and all the faithful were required to accept it;